The Guardianships of Goshen

Parasha Vayigash

2 Joseph hamessed his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen. He ap-

peared before him, fell on his neck, and he wept on his neck excessively. 3 Then Israel said

2 Sem Nidend - €1 R Selous |
Let us turn now to the meeting between Yosef and Yaakov. The
midrash which describes Yaakov’s actions is difficult to understand.
Yaakov did not kiss his son because he was saying the Shema. if
it was time for this mi Yosef shouid also have been i
it! The Maharal, in his super-commentary to Ras#i, offers a resolution
to this difficuity: _
When Yaakov saw Yosef his son as king, his heart was filled with love
and fear of ing how His means of dealing with the workd are
and and how He rewards those who fear Him. This is the
practice of dhassidim — when good things bappen to them, they deave

to God because of the good and faithful acts that He has done forthem.

kalxysyingﬂn&minwhidlﬂnﬂydﬂu
Jhave for it. It was appropriate for him to say the Shema when Yosef
came to him; after all the trouble that he had had because of his son,

mwﬂat_lnswhhnaski_lg,lnlwu_lcodwm had done this for
him. So he accepted upon himself His kingship amd His love and fear.
. (Gur Aryek om Rashi, Bescishis 46:29)

It was not the time for saying Shema, as on every moming and
evening, but instead a spontaneous gesture of love for God which was

particularly pertinent to Yaakov’s cicumstances.
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Jos rophetical

seph prophetically established a precedent that wou
later benefit Israel while it was in Egypt. By giving a privi-
) h established a

tribe of Levi ~— the Jewish

“clerics” — to be exempt from the servitude to which the
fans later ect of so that there

would be a strong nucleus o le ept alive the

teachings of the Patriarchs (R"%‘R.T.u‘%q—).—

leged status to the clergy, Ji
made e for
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18 d~ 91
21 Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt in the region of Goshen; they acquired pro A
it and they were fruitful and multiplied greatly. ppeny-.ln
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c Y ' ' Rashi cites the
Lot Brosai - du o - Midrashic interpretation of Judah's mission. The Midrash
2 He-sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph, to prepare ahead of him in Goshen; and they lmemm;m:?p”mm' whlchslt:‘pﬁ;':hat e Midresh
armived in the region of Goshen. .
o Sham "\-:\um& . A Balouski- g0 ay T Gll of Torah~ &L Ro Hunle Ly -3¢
We may suggesta slightly different way of i ﬂniseplsod; : :
Yaakov's journey to YR Q1 - B Ofldllk PETROS IN GOSHEN. n wi -tmwmme
Jewish history: the E exile. The Ramban explains: (358) as_the word nvwn Messiah. The redeemer is called
on to deliver Jewry from the_yoke of the four s

which enslaved it — the Egyptians. the Babylonians, the
Greeks, and the Romans. The Messiah, the son of David,
from the tribe of Y'hudah, will be preceded by 13 nwm
qov, the Messiah descending from Yosef. On_reaching

Egypt, Ya'akov ardently hopes to see this messianic union
of his two children, Yhud

about and he sends Y’hudah to mee Y

exile was beginni for him and his descendamts. He was ightened
ofthisandsooffﬂedsacﬂﬁcestothecodofhisfaﬂler,ﬁudmk,so

thatthenﬂeofsnictjgl_ioewmddnotbesuetchedoutbefomhim.
(Ramban, Bereishis 46:10)
At the moment of entry to Egypt, as the exile was beginning,
strict din. This he achieved by

For when Yaakov came to go down to he i

Yaakov took action to ameliorate the ! A
saying the Shema. By a the unity of God and pledgi his two 'who re| resent t'h; ten lo.: tribes a[h e u;orwth:
Him, Yaakov reach invoke th remained faithful) might together pave the way JOL~
lmmm! fGod fo his?;::ed:’lts. nd the din and € coming of the Messiah mw3 = N'w. (The second part °f¥
‘;z T:e lesson;fthis is dears thebegmmngof every activity is c- the verse refers then to Yosef: he shows the path of the
' . Messiah “before” Y'hudah.)
cial; the success of the whole ent e will depend on the of N 0“" il e e P A

the start. Yakwmntedtoensumthatthemmlewmmmced
with a declaration of faith in the unity of God and in Yaakov's love for
L-l_im.‘miswouldensureﬂmtthisleim@' would _characterize the
t_vholeexile.Yaknvhopedandpnyedthatthmghoutthamn-
dants’ travails in Egypt, their predominant experience would be ope
of Divine m hing harsh din.

"anm
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a3 When Yaakov met Yosef at the border of Canaan and Egypt, Yaak- W 583 my pry Of3) phps b ©W9

ov's feelings of love for his son were intensely aroused. Yaakov Avinu oy firn OO0 WY DGO M3 DI VI
expressed these feelings not to his son, but instead redicected them o omD ORE_ D' et _promws Tow b oo
the Source of all 1 toward God. So e —-———j——‘————‘m " ' "o "

Yaakov wanted — with an ion of intense love %o S } - :
___eg___t_vgy______ﬂ___——————mﬁ' f this explanation, R+ Zvi E. Shapiro,

This explains why Yosef did not say Shema when he met “The author o

@&Wecanbecutzindnt‘losefmsovuioyedtoseemkovaﬂuso
manyyeasanddoubtlasmmedhisfaelingsoﬂmmdgnﬁmde
. heavenwani,asdidhisfaﬂxer.‘mmm,howevu.amcialdiﬂer-
- ence. Yosef was already in exile; the opening moments of his exilic ex-
pgﬁencewuelog_gp_s_t.ﬂehadlivedinﬂmfor!g_xs and, as such,

mnmmww
inni ing Shema couild

met Yaakov. As itwas nota
cﬁoniotYosefasitconldfotYukov.W'enownndashnd

€same
why, while Yosef wept to see his father again, Yaakov remained aloof,

choosing instead to say Shema and to connect to the Divine.

continues in_his 10w %13 ‘p; The four l¥tiéts of the word
mea are the same as those inscribed on the four faces of

the Hanukah top (the dreidel). Moreover, Hanukah is

celebrated. about the time that the sidrah wan is read in the
synagogue. The letters are the initials of four words

_c!esignating certain forces in man and it was the corrup-
tion of these forces which brogght_gLo_u_Ltl_'gwﬂﬂi_l!ﬂi
_nations. with &

the exile in the above-mentioned fou i jth the
intention of removing_this corrupticn. The forces arc,

those of the physical, emotional, and intellectual elements.

of_the soul ises the
totality of human aptitudes: Yan, was, 99w, M. The first
letters- of these words form the word mva. e
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On the festival

of Hanukah, when the flame of messianic hope again

begins to brighten the nights of our exile, the dreidel .
becomes the symbol of the four kingdoms which enslaved
us because of our fourfold decline, but at the same time i
,reminds us that all of human existence and all of human

history rotate about the messianic axis and th

ultimately comes to “maws,” that is, to messianic redemp-

Tion (1993 & ,ow).
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‘34 And [Joseph] fell on the neck of bis brother
Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin wept on

bis neck
35- a

. -l Fukar-  Gencsindsite x (o>
One such event is the tearful reunion between Joseph

and Benjamin described in the above-quoted verse. The

Talmud interprets their weeping on each other's necks as

expressions of pain and sorrow over future tragedies in

their respective_histories: “[Joseph] wept over the two

Sanctuaries that were to stand in the territory of
Benjamin and were destined to be destroyed® ... and

Benjamin wept over the Shiloh Sanctuary’ that was to

stand in the territory of Joseph and was destined to be

destroyed.™
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Therein lies the significance of the fact that Joseph and
33 Benjamin wept on each other’s necks: in the Torah

is a common metaphor for the Beit HaMikdash

Temple). “G-d hovers about him all day

Song of Songs, singing the praises of the “maid
and her relationship with the Almighty, proclaims: “Your neck
is as the Tower of David.™ ‘

Yo

is the “neck” of the world the jun:
ture that connects its bo '

the sensing organs, as w
en—but it is the neck that joi

‘and channels the flow of consciousness and vitality from the
_one to the other: the head heads the body via the neck. By

the same token, the Beit HaMikdash is what connects the
world to its supernal vitalizer and source. It is the channpel
3 Oth

through which G-d relates to His creation and i
spiritual perception and material sustenance.

{f4f We see a pattern emerging: Joseph weeps over the de-
struction of the Sanctuaries which lay in Benjamin's prov-
.ince, but not over the San which lay in hi . Ben-

iamin weeps over the destruction of Joseph's San but
not of his own. And Jacob weeps over neither, since, as the
ince includes all

father of all the tribes of Israel, his provin:
why shouldk

question remains: Why
one weep over another’s spiritual deficiencies but not over
one’s own{ ‘ .

Sanctuaries of Israel. The

¢STo address this question, we must first examine the na;

ture of weeping in general. What do tears a

Tears give vent to the feelings of distress and frustration
the knowledge that something is not as it

that accompany

should be. After a “good cry,” a person IS somewhat re- .
wﬁ

fieved of these feelings, althou
prompted his tears remains unchanged. Is this a_positive .
phenomenont At first glance, it would seem not. Distress
and frustration are what drive a person to rectify the nega-
tive reality that rise to them; to lessen them by other
means would seem to counteract their purpose and utility.

i But what if one has done all there is to be done? In such
a case, where weeping cannot be faulted for reducing the

_impetus for action, one can point to its constructive uses. It
‘may serve to communicate one’s empathy with a fellow's
troubles. And it may serve t0 alert others to the gravi of
the situation—others who are in a position to do something
about it. :

43 Citing the verse, “Shake yourself from the dust ... O Je-

who shakes

rusalem,™ the Midrash expounds, “As a rooster
lain: when a

off the dust from his win " Qur sages €

rooster has wallowed in the dust, a thousand peo le witha *
Sasand combs cannot clean it; but with a single vigorous

and dwells be-
tween his shoulders,” says Moses of Beniamin, referring to
the Beit HaMikdash in his province. And King Solomon in

to_its_hea d

M
i d

«As the soul flls the body, so G-d fills the word.™ Just as

H there is a "neck’ that joins the world to its divine s

there is need for a personal Beit HaMikdash

and every individual, a “neck” to join his spiritual head to his

material body.”

#X The_ ;
tor, the source of all that is ood and in

. But in

order that it head his life, m : “neck” to

:oin his soul to his material self. He m

L_—____________yg_sancn&-bﬂmmd
heart and behavior, so that they f i
-dly y co trol, mhzg_and.pﬂnnc ize ai ate

which his G-dly essence may con
his entire being.”
42 The San s destruction, whether on the cosmic or

the individual level, is the breakd

*

tween head and Body—between Creator and creation, be-

tween soul and physical self.* This explains why Joseph and f
necks: the state of the

Benjamin wept oh_each other’s
*head” is never a cause for distress.

be compromised or corrupted;® but they foresaw times when |

the “neck” between spirit and matter woul

iena
43

ever, the only one

who can effect
nge is the person hi .

Thus, Joseph and Benjémin allowed themselves to weep
jes. Ulti-

over the destruction of ea er’
mately, only Joseph can repair the de

Shiloh, the “Jose

d San

ter contri

went his agony and concern on his brother's

Benjamin’s domain.

HYHowever, concerning one’s own girituaf ills, there is no

such thing as “havin done all there is to
nted free choice to man !

spiritual challenye. Hence the tearless approach of Jaco

One can educate, inspire, drive and otherwise assist |
another to develop and improve himself; @mna@ how‘

any real and lastin

~at
h” dimension of Israel’s relationship with |
the Almighty; Benjamin can only encourage and assist. Af-
ck. The
same applies to Joseph's weeping over the Sanctuaries in

im with the |
resources and abilities to overcome his_every moral and |
b,

Joseph and Benjamin' t6 the destruction of their own Sanc-
oseph and e e = 1" over the negati

¥ tuaries. To weep over one's own “ne

(and its cosmic repercussions in
G-d and ‘creation) is counte:

relationship.

50 Instead of weeping over ion of the Beit
HaMikdash and the resultant galut, [acob_recited the
:S'_bema—the Jew’s proclamation of the w ity of G-d and the
imperative to translate his comprehension and awareness of
G-d's unity into thoughts in his mind, feelings in his heart,
words in his mouth and concrete actions in his physical

e himself of ev_ery.last speck of

aged necks of Israel.”

the ‘rélationship between
uctive, as it relieves and
diminishes the internal forces that compel one to repair the |

- fife.” Instead of giving vent to his pain, Jacob directed his <

" inner turmoil toward the endeavor of rebuilding the dam-
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